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Cultural cultivation oftawdry fame JMooica Lewinsky's newly
aainired sex starstatus
is brioging her own
boastfulkrversoutof tile

wtxxJwork. The notoriety ofsharing
a woman with the president of the
United States was too much for
Andy Bleiler, a married high school
drama teacher and theater techni-
cjan,to pass up.

He has claimed aa affair with
Miss Lewinsky runningfrom 1992,
when she was a newly coined high
school graduate, lui^ the spring
1997. That overiaps him with Mr.
Clinton as possessorofMiss Lewin
sky's favors-

Mr. BIcilerapparentlysees more
gain to himself than harm from
ciaiming the adulterous affair. Nor-
maily, the careers of educators
aren't helped byaffairs with jwing
women, and wives usually feel
humiliated by their husband^ pub
lic boasting of unfaithfulness. On
the other hand, maybe ttiere are
bragging righ^ and even a book
contract, in being die woman who
shares the bed with the man who
broke in the president's mistress.

It used to be that people con
fessed their transgressions. Now
they boast of Them. The TV talk
shows and soaps have helped to
turn sin into accomplishraent. If
Bill Clinton. Monica Lewinsky, and
Andy Bleiler seem to confuse

promiscmt>' with a merit badge,
they arc no more mixed up than the
average scboolchild who has been
through an aggressive sex-ed
course. --

The se>nial irewluticm began with
Alfred KLisey's. tmorthcKiox'and
apparently .uosciehtific, iinethical,
^and lileg^ sexual experimenta-
'̂ tLons. Kinsey's "fodings^makebet-
erosexual fem-age sex and adul
terous affairs seexn pretty tame'and
well within bounds. According to
his critics, Kin^'favored nnre-
strained sexuality ^d concluded
that no scxu^ not evien with
infants or animals^ was trul3'
deviani\-
'. Margaret Mead, the-feraiiiist
anthro^logist, is reported to have
said Kinsey's work "suggests no
way of choosing betweeo a woman
and a sheep'* or between a man and
3d(^.

Kinsey's work is not standing the
test of lime. The more that is
learned about it, the moreoutraged
people become. In Indiana, the
House of HeprescQtatives has
passed a concurrent resolijtion to
cut offthe Kinsey Institute of Indi
ana University from public fimdiiig.
Tber^olutiondenounces"Kinsey^
ideology that all sexual contacts are
legirimate" and coademns
"research employing criminal acts
to obtain data in the name of sci

ence, especially sexcrimesagainst
children,"

Polls show it is President Clio-
ton's truthfulness, not his sexual
behavior, thai is at issue with tiie
public. Mr. Qinton would be more
an objectofshame If Alfred Kinsey
aadb^ collabaratDrs badbeen (ess
successful in creanng a adture in
wbicb indiscriminate sex is an
achievcmeiit.

Viltien cheating is legitimized, it
breaks out everywhere. Putgers
University professor Donald L.
McCabe says his survej^ reveal
that S7 percent of university stu
dents have cheated on written
vrork and 70 percent on tests-More
than one-quarter say they have
plagiarized. When it becomes
more important to be successM
than honorable, society is imper
iled.

If h'Ir. Clintoo had spoken hon
estly at his State of the Union
address, be would have said ours is
an imperiled society. He would
have used his own behavior as an
example ofwhai happens when tbe
culture dispenses with the moral
precepts that bold people account
able. A culture that has no stan
dards higher than self-grarificaiioQ
must, view booor as folly and can
not recognize heroism.

In the United States today, the
remains of accountability have

been twisted into a weapon to break
down the culture. Professors cannot
confront studciits widiout
risking their own jobs. A cornered
minority or female student can
respond with racial discrixniiiaticin
or sexual harassinent charges. Uni
versity admimstratians are more
fearful ofcivil rights lawsuits than
ofgrades boosted by cheating.

Jere L. Crook recently lost a
teaching job at Ibrdham UniN^rsi-
ty forno other reason rhan putting
his foot down on a hagr&nt case of
plagiarism. Tne oniversity does not
doubt tbe plagiarism, just the pits?"
fessor's judgment in making an
issue ofit- The breakdownof acad
emic integrity is so advanced that
200 colleges and universities have
found it necessary to form a con
sortium to foster honesty throogh
the invotvcmcnt of stuilents, facul-
tj' and adminislrators.

It is going to get worse before it
gets better. By coUectivizmg child
care, Hillarycare takes away the
last function of families. No longer
resp^ible forold age retirement,
medical bids, or tbe educatioii and
care of chilchen, no impedimeots
remain to seif-gratificartion.
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